21 Ways to be a Leader in the Home
1. Grow in your relationship with God by spending time alone in His Word, prayer, and Scripture memory. “Blessed is the man who delights in the law of the Lord” (Ps 1:2).
2. Plan a regular time with your wife to envision the future and plan together.

3. Accept spiritual responsibility for your family:

a. Church attendance

b. Family Bible devotions

c. Prayer at meals and other times

d. Initiating discussions of spiritual issues

e. Sharing the gospel with unsaved neighbors and friends

f. Making sure all decisions harmonize with biblical principles

4. Pray with your wife on a regular basis.

5. Lead the way in reconciliation. Be the first to say “Will you forgive me?”

6. Make sure that your wife and you understand what the Bible says about the discipline of your children and take the lead in implementing it.

7. Let your wife and children into the interior of your life and share your personal thoughts, aspirations, and memories with them.

8. Encourage your wife to develop her gifts, abilities, and interests and provide her the time to exercise them.

9. Discuss household responsibilities with your wife and make sure there is a fair division of labor in the home.

10. Seek the counsel of your wife in all major financial decisions.

11. Follow through with promises made to your wife and children.

12. Frequently tell your wife and children what you appreciate about them.

13. Initiate meaningful family traditions such as:

a. Praying together before special events and trips

b. Celebrating the milestones of life – entering the teenage years, graduation, adulthood, leaving home, marriage, the birth of a grandchild, etc.

c. Honoring your wife on your wedding anniversary

d. Reading books to your children

e. Praising your wife and children’s special attributes before friends and family

14. Provide financially for your family’s basic living expenses.

15. Teach your children how to consistently give to the Lord, save money, and stay out of debt.

16. Take the lead in establishing with your wife and children clear convictions: modesty, dating/courtship, standards for allowable television and movies, etc.

17. Initiate a fun outing for the family on a monthly basis, or even more often.

18. Give your children practical instruction about life: how to ride a bike, mow the grass, use the computer, throw a football, interact appropriately with the opposite sex, etc.

19. Deal with distractions (television, computer, newspaper, etc.) so that you can talk with your wife and children.

20. Go over the upcoming week with your wife to clarify the family schedule and anticipate any pressure points.

21. Have a will or trust drawn up and a well-conceived plan for your children in case of death.

